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The Study Context 

1 Opinion Research Services (ORS) was commissioned by the local authorities of the Exeter and Torbay 

Housing sub-region to undertake a comprehensive and integrated strategic housing market assessment 

for the Housing Market Areas of Exeter and Torbay. 

2 The study was undertaken to inform local policies, in particular relating to the housing strategy and 

investment programme and planning policies surrounding affordable housing provision.  It is important 

to note that the study does not seek to determine rigid policy conclusions, but instead provides a key 

component of the evidence base required to develop and support a robust policy framework. 

3 The research was based on the analysis of 3,470 interviews conducted with households (which 

primarily underwrote the housing needs and requirement modelling) coupled with secondary data 

from the UK Census, Housing Corporation, HM Land Registry, Office for National Statistics and a range 

of other sources along with a qualitative consultation programme with a wide range of stakeholders. 

4 The commissioning partners included: 

Á Devon County Council; 

Á East Devon District Council; 

Á Exeter City Council; 

Á Mid Devon District Council; 

Á Teignbridge District Council; 

Á Torbay Council; and 

Á Dartmoor National Park Authority. 

Figure 1 
Identifying the Study Area 
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Figure 2 
Overview of the Document Structure for Exeter and Torbay Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

 

5 This document is the study technical report, which provides further details on methodological issues 

relating to the study research and analysis.  The report also presents additional background information 

that was collated as part of the research to provide the necessary evidence base for the assessment. 

6 The main sections of this document can be summarised as follows: 

Á Section A: Housing Sub-Market Gazetteer ς a full list of the parishes and wards in each housing 

sub-market; 

Á Section B: Household Survey Technical Report ς details on the Local Household Survey 

sampling, fieldwork, associated validation process and statistical accuracy of the data; 

Á Section C: Key Definitions ς an overview of each of the categories of the National Statistics 

Socio-economic Classifications (NS-SeC) and further details on the definition of education levels 

reported by the ONS; 

Á Section D: Local House Price Data ς detailed information on local house prices over the last five 

years taken from the database of all property transactions maintained by HM Land Registry;  

Á Section E: Details of Private Sector Rents ς information about the Letting Agent Survey 

conducted to inform the study analysis; 

Á Section F: Identifying Unsuitably Housed Households ς a breakdown of how housing suitability 

was assessed in determining housing needs of established households; 

Á Section G: Housing Market Model ς information on the derivation of outputs from the  

Housing Market Model used to undertake the study analysis and the detailed output tables 

that underwrite the study conclusions; and 

Á Section H: Stakeholder and Community Consultation ς full reports of the detailed telephone 

interviews and focus group research conducted to inform and contextualise the study 

conclusions; 

7 Other documents include the main sub-region report and an executive summary of the study findings, 

and summary reports for each of the sub-ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳŜƴǘ Local Authorities and the Dartmoor 

National Park authority. 
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Section A: Housing Sub-Market Gazetteer 

A.1 The Exeter and Torbay Housing sub-region comprises two of the Housing Market Areas (HMAs) 

identified by the South West Regional Housing Board (Exeter HMA and Torbay HMA).  To better 

understand the operation of these Housing Market Areas, this study identified the functional housing 

sub-markets operating within the sub-region (illustrated below). 

Figure 3 
Identifying the Functional Housing Sub-Markets in the Sub-Region (Source: Exeter & Torbay Strategic Housing Market Assessment 2007.  
Note: Area outside the sub-region shown in lighter shading) 

 

A.2 Figure 3 shows the nine housing sub-markets identified.  In addition to Exeter and Torbay, the towns of 

Tiverton, Honiton and Newton Abbot each had sufficient independence from the main urban areas to 

be considered independently.  Similarly, when considered together Ashburton & Buckfastleigh 


