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Local Area Report for Exeter City 

1 Opinion Research Services (ORS) was commissioned by Exeter City Council in partnership with the other 

authorities of the Exeter and Torbay Housing sub-region to undertake a comprehensive and integrated 

strategic housing market assessment for the Housing Market Areas of Exeter and Torbay. 

2 The study was undertaken to inform local policies, in particular relating to the housing strategy and 

investment programme and planning policies surrounding affordable housing provision.  It is important 

to note that the study does not seek to determine rigid policy conclusions, but instead provides a key 

component of the evidence base required to develop and support a robust policy framework. 

3 The research was based on the analysis of 3,470 interviews conducted with households (which 

primarily underwrote the housing needs and requirement modelling) of which 412 were completed 

within Exeter City.  The primary data was coupled with analysis of secondary data from the UK Census, 

Housing Corporation, HM Land Registry, Office for National Statistics and a range of other sources 

along with a qualitative consultation programme with a wide range of stakeholders. 

4 The commissioning partners included: 

Á Devon County Council; 

Á East Devon District Council; 

Á Exeter City Council; 

Á Mid Devon District Council; 

Á Teignbridge District Council; 

Á Torbay Council; and 

Á Dartmoor National Park Authority. 

Figure 1 
Identifying the Exeter and Torbay Housing Sub-Region 

  
  


